


STICKS 

Butler Builder®: Neumann Brothers, Inc., 
Des Moines, Iowa

Architect: Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck
Architecture—Kirk V. Blunck, FAIA; Peter
Goché, AIA; Erin Olson-Douglas, Stephen
Knowles, AIA; Dan Vercruysse, Richard Seely,
AIA

Size: 28,000 square feet  
Butler® Systems:

Custom structural framing system
MR-24® standing seam roof system
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or are exposed, as are all light-gauge
steel studs and heavier steel struc-
turals. A discrete stairway in the back

leads to a mez-
zanine of offices
and conference
rooms.

“When you’re
working on
something
that’s so cre-
ative, you don’t
want to be
boxed in. It

opens up the mind along with the envi-
ronment to be more creative and to
enjoy the surroundings,” Lueders
says. “We couldn’t put these people in
cubicles; they just wouldn’t
function.”

“There’s economy in all
the materials used. It’s the
way that they’re assembled
that sets them apart,” adds
Olson-Douglas.

Sticks’ owners added
their own special touch to
the building: 13.5- by 8-foot
mahogany doors, each
inscribed with the wood-
burned and painted
designs unique to their
products. Each set has a
theme—such as “Iowa,”
“Patriotism” and “The Gar-
den of Eden”—and is

installed between structural bents.
“We were able to collaborate with

the architects in a way that was inspir-
ing to them and inspiring to us and the
ultimate result is a building that is
part of us,” Lueders says.

Sticks chose Neumann Brothers to
build the $2 million building upon the
recommendation of HLKB. “They were
really great to work with,” says Olson-
Douglas. “It was a negotiated project
and they were very cooperative work-
ing with the client budget, suggesting

alternatives and finding
ways to make it economi-
cally possible.” 

“It’s a unique building.
We love to talk about it
because it shows what you
can do with Butler® build-
ing components,” says Jeff
Smith of Neumann Broth-
ers.

Neumann Brothers com-
pleted the building in June
1999, and Sticks moved in
the following September.
“Neumann Brothers did a
very good job. They fol-
lowed through very well

with everything,” Lueders says.
The building is so unusual that peo-

ple from near and far want to tour it.
Sticks has been deluged with requests
to use the creative space for parties,
meetings and fund-raisers—so many
that they had to hire someone to han-
dle requests.

The building also contributed to the
company’s growth. When they moved
in, Sticks employed about 65; in just a
little over a year, they’ve grown to 143.
The pre-engineered structure can
accommodate even more. “One of the
beauties of the design is that we can
kick out the south wall and add on,”
Lueders adds.

“It gives us a wonderfully inspiring
environment to work in every day.
The functionality of the work flow for
the creative process feeds this collab-
orative thing we do.”

“There’s economy
in all the materials
used. It’s the way

that they’re
assembled that sets

them apart” 
ERIN OLSON-DOUGLAS

The conservation of the trees on the site and the
expanses of windows contribute to the inspiring ambiance
of the work environment. The company has been deluged
with requests to use its studio spaces for parties,
meetings and fund-raisers. 
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